































































































Arizona Prison Watch (retired)






A community resource for monitoring, navigating, surviving, and dismantling the prison industrial complex in Arizona. 





































Retiring Arizona Prison Watch...



This site was originally started in July 2009  as an independent endeavor to monitor conditions in Arizona's criminal justice system, as well as offer some critical analysis of the prison industrial complex from a prison abolitionist/anarchist's perspective. It was begun in the aftermath of the death of Marcia Powell, a 48 year old AZ state prisoner who was left in an outdoor cage in the desert sun for over four hours while on a 10-minute suicide watch. That was at ASPC-Perryville, in Goodyear, AZ, in May 2009.

Marcia, a seriously mentally ill woman with a meth habit sentenced to the minimum mandatory 27 months in prison for  prostitution was already deemed by society as disposable. She was therefore easily ignored by numerous prison officers as she pleaded for water and relief from the sun for four hours. She was ultimately found collapsed in her own feces, with second degree burns on her body, her organs failing, and her body exceeding the 108 degrees the thermometer would record. 16 officers and staff were disciplined for her death, but no one was ever prosecuted for her homicide. Her story is here.

Marcia's death and this blog compelled me to work for the next 5 1/2 years to document and challenge the prison industrial complex in AZ, most specifically as manifested in the Arizona Department of Corrections. I corresponded with over 1,000 prisoners in that time, as well as many of their loved ones, offering all what resources I could find for fighting the AZ DOC themselves - most regarding their health or matters of personal safety. 

I also began to work with the survivors of prison violence, as I often heard from the loved ones of the dead, and learned their stories. During that time I memorialized the Ghosts of Jan Brewer - state prisoners under her regime who were lost to neglect, suicide or violence - across the city's sidewalks in large chalk murals. Some of that art is here.
 
In November 2014 I left Phoenix abruptly to care for my family. By early 2015 I was no longer keeping up this blog site, save occasional posts about a young prisoner in solitary confinement in Arpaio's jail, Jessie B. 

I'm deeply grateful to the prisoners who educated, confided in, and encouraged me throughout the years I did this work. My life has been made all the more rich and meaningful by their engagement.

I've linked to some posts about advocating for state prisoner health and safety to the right, as well as other resources for families and friends. If you are in need of additional assistance fighting the prison industrial complex in Arizona - or if you care to offer some aid to the cause - please contact the Phoenix Anarchist Black Cross at PO Box 7241  /  Tempe, AZ 85281. collective@phoenixabc.org

until all are free -

MARGARET J PLEWS (June 1, 2015)
 arizonaprisonwatch@gmail.com





















































































































INDIGENOUS ACTION MEDIA
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ANTICOLONIAL zines, stickers, actions, power






Taala Hooghan Infoshop
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Kinlani/Flagstaff Mutual AID
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MASS LIBERATION AZ
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The group for direct action against the prison state!






Black Lives Matter PHOENIX METRO
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(accept no substitutions)






BLACK PHX ORGANIZING COLLECTIVE
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BLACK PEOPLE's JUSTICE FUND
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PHOENIX: Trans Queer Pueblo
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COVID Mutual AID PHOENIX
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National Lawyers Guild
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Statement on Prison/Police Abolition






Electronic Frontier Foundation's Blogger's Rights
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PRISONER'S RIGHTS:  ESSENTIAL LINKS








NO HUMAN INVOLVED (click below) now on BlueRay
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PJ Starr's documentary uncovers the truth about Marcia Powell—a woman destroyed by a 27-month prison sentence for prostitution—and documents the tenacity of those who vow to fight for justice in her name.






Arizona Prison Watch VIOLENCE and SAFETY blog posts


	AZ DOC Protective Custody Battles: Surviving the Fight
	AZ DOC Protective Custody Battles: Letter to the Endangered Prisoner
	AZ DOC Prisoners and activists call on DOJ to investigate violence, gangs, prison rape








Arizona Prison Watch HEALTH CARE posts


	Corizons Deliberate Indifference: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
	Corizon's Deliberate Indifference: Prisoners and Families Fight Back
	The ADA and Disabled Prisoners: RESOURCES
	"DEATH SENTENCE": KPNX's Halloran and whistleblower expose depth of negligence at Corizon/AZ DOC. 
	PARSONS v RYAN: AZ DOC  health care class action settled!








Miscellaneous Prisoner Rights Resources


	AZ Prison Watch: Legal assistance re: AZ DOC (Pg1)
	AZ Prison Watch: Legal assistance re: AZ DOC (pg2)
	Prison Law Office: AZ Personal injury attorney list 
	Prison Law Office: How to file grievances against AZ DOC
	Prison Law Office: Parsons V Ryan Update (9/2014) 








Columbia University's Jailhouse Lawyers Manual (PDF)
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My primary resource for prisoners fighting the state. Download and mail relevant chapters.






Jailhouse Lawyer's Handbook
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Prisoner's guide to filing a Section 1983 Civil Rights lawsuit. Print and mail!






SOLITARY CONFINEMENT Resources


	ACLU: Growing Up Locked Down
	ACLU: Alone and Afraid Children in Solitary (PDF)
	ACLU: Stop Solitary - resources for advocates
	AFSC: Lifetime Lockdown: Isolation and Prisoner Reentry.
	AFSC-Tucson: Buried Alive (PDF)
	Amnesty International: Cruel Isolation: Conditions in AZ  Maximum Security Prisons
	Solitary Watch (GREAT BLOG!)








US District Court Section 1983 CIVIL RIGHTS COMPLAINT


	Section 1983 Prisoner Civil Rights Complaint form
	Prisoner Application to Proceed In Forma Pauperis
	US District Court: Filing on your own behalf
	US District Court forms, rules, etc








Searching Courts and Corrections


	Arizona Department of Corrections: Prisoner look-up
	AZ Supreme Court: Statewide Records Search
	Superior Court Records: Maricopa County
	Superior Court Records: Pima County








Prisoners with mental illness/developmental disabilities/TBI
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ACDL is the only Protection & Advocacy Authority for Arizona! Use them!






ACLU Arizona
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Please report  abuses of constitutional rights in custody.






Cell-Out AZ: Tucson Citizen
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Well-maintained blog on prisons, privatization, and politics in Arizona






DEATH YARDS: AZ DOC / Corizon Health Care
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from AFSC-Tucson






RUSTBELT RADIO
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NATIVE RESISTANCE AND THE CARCERAL STATE






Phoenix Anarchist Black Cross
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Prisoner Support






Survivors of Prison Violence - AZ
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my blog  for those surviving the loss of a loved one to suicide, homicide, abuse, or neglect in custody (photo by Robert Haasch)






Down and Drought
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Great local blog on Politics, Police, and all sorts of Power






US Prison Culture
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Excellent blog by a prison abolitionist






Voice from ASPC-Perryville









From the hearts and minds of North American Political Prisoners
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The Abolitionist: From Critical Resistance
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Free Subscriptions for Prisoners!






Boston ABC: PRISON ACTION NEWS
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Newsletter by and for prisoners (PDF to download and mail)






Prison Legal News



[image: Prison Legal News]



Empowering prisoners and activists to acces the law, instead of die waiting for a lawyer. Best gift for prisoners fighting back. $30/year behind bars; $35.00 for those of us in the free world






Coalition for Prisoners' Rights Newsletter
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(via Real Cost of Prisons Project)






DECRIMINALIZE QUEERS: Roadmap for Change (PDF MAY 2014)



[image: DECRIMINALIZE QUEERS: Roadmap for Change (PDF MAY 2014)]



excellent recommendations to address the criminalization of LGBT people and persons living with HIV/AIDS






Black and Pink: Support for LGBT prisoners
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Join the fight to end the drug war...
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IMMIGRATION INFO/RESOURCE
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Support for those with loved ones in immigrant detention






War machine comes home in guise of "Comprehensive Immigration Reform"









Chaparral Respects no Borders
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brilliant insights on border issues and migration






IN A BORDER WORLD: Excellent resource for critiques of Comprehensive Immigration Reform
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STOP CANAMEX ! Decolonize NOW!
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The Free Alabama Movement! (PDF)
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for more info hit www.freealabamamovement.com
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ABOLISH THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX! (video by Sallydarity)










	

Arizona Jail Links


	Pinal County Sheriff
	Mohave County Jail
	Pima County Jail info 
	Maricopa County Jail Information








Arizona Department of Corrections Links


	Director's Office
	AZ DOC Website HOME
	Prisoner locator/information
	Policies and Director's Instructions
	Death Notices and Press Releases
	Prisons and Visitation
	AZ DOC Reports (MISC)
	AZ DOC 2015 Appropriations Report
	AZ DOC Statistics 
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